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Private client law



Wilsons is ranked as one of the leading law firms in the
UK for providing specialist advice to wealthy families,
entrepreneurs, trust companies and charities. The firm
has a well-established international client base and our
tax and trusts team now acts for clients with interests 
in over 50 jurisdictions.

Demand for our tax and trusts advice has grown
considerably in recent years and we receive regular
referrals particularly from Europe, North America 
and the Far East.

We pride ourselves on providing a seamless service for
our clients wherever they are based. Our reputation 
is founded upon nearly 300 years of advising wealthy
clients. Our team of lawyers, who are currently
recognised as leaders in their fields, enables us to
provide leading-edge legal advice.

Offshore tax and trusts



Individuals
Tax, succession and wealth planning
are becoming increasingly more
sophisticated and the protection of
our clients’ wealth is key. We advise
on vehicles for preserving and
transferring wealth such as trusts,
companies and foundations.

An inherent part of our bespoke
service is our ability to understand
our clients and their interests and 
co-ordinate the advice of their 
other trusted advisers in different
jurisdictions.

Our tax advice includes:
• domicile and UK residence
• the remittance basis of taxation 

for non-UK domiciliaries
• tax planning for arrival in or

departure from the UK
• the use of offshore and UK 

trusts for UK tax planning
• the UK taxation of settlors 

and beneficiaries
• Double Tax Treaties and 

cross-border planning.

Trustees
We advise trustees in all the major
offshore jurisdictions, with a
particular focus on the Channel
Islands, the Isle of Man and 
Hong Kong.

As well as advising on the
creation of offshore trusts, we advise
on the UK taxation of the trustees,
their duties, the construction of
trust documents, the transfer of
trusteeships and cross-border issues.

We have a large trust litigation
team, advising clients on a wide
range of contentious matters to
provide an efficient and effective
means of dispute resolution. With
our experience and legal know-how,
we help our clients achieve the most
favourable outcome in every type 
of dispute, focusing on their longer
term strategic and business goals.

More specifically we deal with
trust disputes; directions applications;
breach of trust claims; removal of
trustees; recovery of trust assets and
trustee costs orders. Our objective is
to deliver the right result quickly and
cost effectively.

This extremely well-oiled operation…
elicits high praise for a smooth
integrated provision of services.
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Recent work includes:
• advising Jersey trustees with

beneficiaries resident in India,
the UK, USA and Switzerland 
on the implications of major 
European M&A transactions 

• advising a non-UK domiciled
family resident in the UK on estate
planning and the restructuring of
their seven offshore settlements

• assisting US tax consultants and
their clients with UK estate
planning and the US/UK Estate
and Gift Tax Treaty

• representing Jersey trustees in
litigation which settled a long-
standing legal debate concerning
provisions governing the
appointment of trustees in 
the UK Trustee Act 1925

This firm’s terrific reputation and
cracking client list has assured its
position as a leader in the field.

• advising a wealthy UK
entrepreneur on company
disposals and his emigration 
to Switzerland

• advising Jersey resident trustees
and the directors of a Guernsey
company on a corporate
restructuring and refinancing 
to minimise UK CGT

• advising a Hong Kong domiciled
client on the impact of divorce 
on his various international tax
planning structures.
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The burgeoning overseas and offshore
dimension of its practice positions 
the firm securely on a national platform.



© Wilsons Solicitors LLP 2007. Wilsons is a firm of
solicitors regulated by the Law Society and a list of
partners can be obtained from Wilsons’ head office.
The contents of this newsletter are intended as a guide 
for readers. It can be no substitute for specific advice.
Consequently we cannot accept responsibility for this
information, errors or matters affected by subsequent
changes in the law.

Wilsons Solicitors LLP
Steynings House 
Summerlock Approach 
Salisbury  SP2 7RJ 
United Kingdom

Tel +44 (0)1722 412412 
Fax +44 (0)1722 411500 
enquiries@wilsonslaw.com 
www.wilsonslaw.com

Contact us

For further information please contact:

Tax and Trust Advisory

James Trafford
Tel +44 (0)1722 427590 
james.trafford@wilsonslaw.com

Matthew Bennett
Tel +44 (0)1722 427653
matthew.bennett@wilsonslaw.com

Adam Herbert
Tel +44 (0)1722 427543
adam.herbert@wilsonslaw.com

Trust Litigation

Mike Parker
Tel +44 (0)1722 427742
mike.parker@wilsonslaw.com

Other services include:

Residential and commercial conveyancing 

Trust and estate administration

Contentious probate

Charity law

Matrimonial and family law

Litigation

Company law

Employment law
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